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THROUGH ENLIGHTENMENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF NATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS 


Enlightenment is a cultural and historical process of critical judgment by the people of its 
past and its present, the process of transformation of literacy to the national assets, the formation 
of literacy and word culture as a result of which a historical community of people realizes itself as 
a subject, its dignity and unity. The integral moment of the given process is an increase of value of 
the teacher, the instructor and the person aspiring to enlightenment. On the basis of and during 
education the national consciousness, the national identity, the concept of a human individuality, 
value of a personal beginning in each person is formed in the people. The epoch of enlightenment 
in the history of every people can be called "axial time". As K. Jaspers wrote, at this time "the 
person realizes life as a whole, himself and the borders ... Realizing the borders, he puts before 
himself the prime targets, learns absoluteness in depths of self-consciousness and in clearness of 
the transcendental world". 

Every people in its historical development not once pass through enlightenment. At each 
rotary stage of its historical life before a society there is a necessity of national comprehension of 
features and radical problems of the given period. The epoch of the European Enlightenment of 
the 18th century was not the first and is not last. The history of the world civilization shows that 
many nations of the world have not unitary more than once passed through the process of 
enlightenment in the history of their development. 

Historically, the first epoch of enlightenment could be named a period of becoming of the 
ancient Greek culture accompanied by opening to an increasingly broader audience of people and 
eventually to ah people an access to the inner world, which has earlier been the privilege of the 
few. This process was served with the transformation of writing to a means of the common cul¬ 
ture. J-P. Verment notes that "writing in actually intellectual plan starts to serve as a means of the 
common culture and allows to distribute in full measure knowledge which have earlier been 
destiny of the few or have been under ban ... Writing began to satisfy needs of spreading the 
knowledge almost the same as spoken speech did ... Since the VIII century BC writing has not 
assumed a special skill accessible only to scribes any more, but has received a wide and free 
distribution among people". 

In the ancient Greek enlightenment sophists who democratized philosophical knowledge, 
promoted formation and development of culture of dispute, discussion, proof and refutation, 
dialogue, played an important role. Due to sophistical - in positive sense of this notion - 
enlightenment the ethnic self-consciousness of the ancient Greeks that manifests itself in their 
division of the world on the Hellenic and the barbarous was generated. 

However, as philosophy of history testifies, after antiquity during each historical epoch 
peoples anew realize, open or find themselves. It happens in unity of revival and enlightenment. 
So, for example, the again formed Arab-Muslim world from VIII to XI centuries obtains self- 
consciousness on the basis of enlightenment and revival of ancient Greek philosophy. 
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Further, under the influence of the getting educated Muslim world which demanded goods 
deliveries for the huge urban population of Damascus, Tunis, Baghdad, Cordoba and other cities 
from the barbarous West, - wood, fur, slaves - embryos of cities, ports began to appear. The 
phenomenon of enlightenment of cities, according to J. Le Goffs research, by XII century has 
thoroughly changed the economic, social and political structure of the West. "To these 
revolutions, one more will be added - the cultural. And one more - an intellectual revival joins 
births and views" . The intellectual revival happens in the form of theological and philosophical 
scholasticism. Scholastics as well as sophists, educated the people, promoted the formation of 
spirit of inquisitiveness, supervision, research which has blossomed, fed by seeds of the Greek - 
Arabian science. "Thirst for knowledge has received such spread that the most famous of popular 
writers of the century Honory Otensky summarized it by a surprising formula: ignorance is the 
person’s exile, his fatherland is a science". One of the greatest achievements and creations of 
medieval enlightenment of the Western Europe were universities, an original corporation of 
teachers and students; another - the formation of the European self-consciousness, mentality and 
identity. 

The third wave of enlightenment in Europe occurred in the Modem Period. The new epoch - 
an epoch of geographical discoveries, the expansion of commodity- money turnover, which 
strengthened with transition to the monetary rent, the formation of national states and other trends 
- generated the necessity of a new - national self-consciousness. The intellectuals dissatisfied with 
absolute monarchy and its ally - the church, headed this wave of enlightenment. 

On its orientation, on its tone, the contents the European Enlightenment of the XVIII 
century essentially differs from the ancient Greek and medieval western enlightenment: it is, first, 
"enlightenment from above" and, second, its rationalism is based on achievements of the science 
contemporary to it. Ideas about necessity of rescue of public consciousness and all the society 
from the still prevailing medieval stagnancy by enlightenment and its (of education) - philo¬ 
sophical ideas are bom "in aristocratic circles, in the Parisian interiors". Thinkers of the French 
Enlightenment "counted in all cases the first obligation of a science fearlessly to act with the 
results and judgments and to take part in work on prosperity of common welfare. These French 
thinkers for the first time stated and understood the task of science to educate people and from 
their part tried to resolve it" . The neo-European enlightenment is based on ideas and 
achievements of the epoch and more boldly and as Hegel has it, more wittily struggles for 
formation of a new outlook, a new world organization. It tries to solve this task through rational - 
logic criticism and judgment by "common sense" of all spheres of social being of that time. 

Ancestors of the European Enlightenment the French philosophers of the XVIII century as 
Hegel marks, "broke all prejudices and won a victory over devoid-of-notion preconditions and 
recognized provisions positively existing in the field of religion, being in connection with habits, 
customs, opinions, legal and moral definitions and civil system" . All should be reconstmcted 
according to rational thinking, scientific consciousness of the "tops", educated governors. 
Voltaire, Holbach, Diderot and other representatives of Enlightenment, criticizing superstition, 
stagnancy of thinking of representatives of the church, tried to realize essence of religion and God 
again rationally. Therefore they can be named inconsistent atheists. Hegel, Vindelband and others 
consider that the educators' view about God cannot be named atheism . 

The history of the enlightenment movement not only in Western Europe, but also in Central 
Asia, in Russia, in Azerbaijan testifies that there is no inevitable connection of education and 
atheism. Though also consecutive enlightenment with necessity will lead to comprehension of 
incompatibility of religion and science. Religion is a natural- historical result of the spiritual 
development of mankind. Peoples during one epoch of enlightenment overestimate values of 
religion, during other epoch underestimate it and subject to rational, but inconsistent denying, 
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during the third epoch - through the epoch of modern enlightenment - realize that religion has an 
irreplaceable socio-his- torical, civilized value. 

At the end of the XIX century and in the beginning of the XX century a new historical stage 
of enlightenment begins. One of its features is that natives of the people (at Uzbeks - Z. Furkat , 
Hamza H. Niyazi, at Bash ki rs - Akmullah, at Azerbaijanis - Shirvani S. A., Sabir Mirza Alekber, 
etc.) act as educators. The second feature - alongside with formation of the new national rational 
self-consciousness comprehension of an international unity with other peoples happens. 

It is especially brightly shown in the enlightenment movement of small peoples of the 
Russian Empire. So, for example, Furkat and Khamza (Uzbeks), Akmullah (Bashkir), 
Shigabuddin Marjani (Tatar), Ibrai Altysarin (Kazakh), M. F. Akhundov and Kudey 
(Azerbaijanis) and others, saw education of peoples not only in getting of literacy and 
familiarizing with achievements of science, but they also believed in necessity to be learned about 
culture of the Russian people, as well as in unavoidability of joint historical destiny of their 
peoples and Russia. 

To some measure the principle of proletarian internationalism is a political display of one of 
ideas of the given historical stage of the enlightenment movement. However the one-sided 
understanding and practical application of this principle brought to nothing some achievements 
that the enlightenment movement had attained in pre-revolutionary Russia. As a result of excesses 
of the national policy pursued by top management of the CPSU instead of the real equality of 
peoples of the former Russian Empire the policy of the superiority of the Russian nation was 
carried out in reality. A consequence of such policy was formations of the inferiorities complex in 
psychology of the representatives of small peoples: training of children at Russian schools, doing 
both business, and friendly chats in Russian was considered prestigious. Many young people from 
small peoples poorly spoke native languages or were not able to speak at all. At the same time 
latently in ordinary people's consciousness a protesting psychology is bom, naturally available 
nationalist elements of the people's self-consciousness increase, turning at times into separatist 
moods. 

A new stage of enlightenment for the former republics of the USSR begins with stepping 
into the stable socio-political and economic development. The present enlightenment fulfills the 
task of formation of national self-consciousness, identity of new time, revival of national self¬ 
esteem and the principle of dialectic equality of all nations and peoples of Russia. Here an 
important role is played by the revival of historical memory, turning of the past into the base of 
the present and movement to the future. Not without reason O. Spengler marked: "The animal has 
only future, the person knows also the past" . The core of national self-consciousness of every 
people is what went before, which is being forgotten makes people "mangurt". Fosing history and 
identity people are turning into the population and mass. People is such part of the population of a 
certain country (a subject of federation or confederation) which has its historically developed 
social and economic connections, the social hierarchy, historically developed traditions, moral 
values and principles, historical memory about the outstanding representatives, norms of behavior 
and steady mentality. 

One of the major goals of modem enlightenment in the countries of the post- Soviet area 
consists in adequate comprehension, studying and understanding religion as an original form of 
display of essence, culture and spirit of the people, in removal of all negative consequences of 
confrontational atheism. Results of the spontaneous revival of religiousness have shown the 
danger of uneducated perception of belief and an absolute must of a rational, system and scientific 
approach to religious enlightenment of the people excluding militant religiousness. 

Another vital task of the present stage of enlightenment is democratization of the society. 
But, if the neo-European education was engaged in democratization of a state system and science, 


85 



«Elmi asarhrn, «Scientific works» 2019, JSe 1(32) 

modem education democratizes the people's way of life. Its edge is aimed at systematization of 
democratic elements available in traditions and customs, their connection with political 
democracy and creation of a democratic way of life. The huge positive and negative political 
experience of the FSU peoples, formation of political elite of a new generation and deep 
democratic principles in the way of life of peoples of the young subjects of the world policy allow 
to hope for a successful implementation of ideas of modem Enlightenment. 
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laup MAXAMATOB 

HEPE3 TTPOCBEITIEHWE K PA3BHTHK) HAIJHOHAJILHOrO C03HAHHM 

PeBioMe 

B CTaTbe aBTop paccMaipHBaeT upocBeuienuc icaic Kyjibiypuo-HC'iopHMCCKHH npou,ecc 
KpHTHnecKoro cy/K^cnua napoaoM CBoero npomjioro h CBoero nacioauiero, npou,ecc 
TpaHC(})OpMaiI,HH rpaMOTHOCTH B Han,HOHajIbHbie aKTHBbl. OopMUpOBailHC MHpOBOH KyjIbTypbl, B 
pe3yjibTaTe Hero HCTopHHeeicaa ooumoc i b Jiioacii peajiH3yeT ce6x kbk eydbCK i , ero aoctohhctbo 
H eflHHCTBO. HHTerpaiI,HOHHbIM MOMeHTOM Toro np0u,ecca HBJIflCTCH lIOBblLHClIHC H,eHHOCTH 
yuHTejia h npcno^aBaicjia h jihh, cipcxuiauiuxca k npocBememiio. B npou,ecce oopaaoBanua h 
Ha ero ochobc y uapoaa (fiopMupycxcH Han,HOHajibHoe co3HaHHe, HarpiOHajibHoe ToayjecTBO, 
KonucnuHH HHflHBHflyajibHOCTH MCJiOBCKa, n,eHHOCTb jiHHHOCTHoro Banana y Kaaytoro jiHu,a. 
3noxa npocBeuienuH b hctophh Kaxmoro iiapo.ua mokct Sbitb Ha3BaHa « ochobhbim BpeMeHeM». 

Ka>KflbIH liapoa B CBOeM MCTOpUHCCKOM pa 3 BHTHH He CUHIIO/KUbl npOXOAHT HCpC 3 
npocBeuieiiuc. Ha Ka>KflOM oiauc CBoeir hciophmcckoh >kh 3 hh oolhcctbo eiajiKUBaeiCH c 
HeodxoflHMOCTbio Hau,HOHajibHOTO noHHMaHHa Hcp i h paflHKajibHbix npoSjiCM flaHHoro nepnoua. 

npocjiOKHBaa Te hjih HHbie riaiibi paaBmua npocBememia, aBTop npoBOXim cpaBncnuc 
Moray apcBiicrpcMCCKHM, cpeuncBCKOBbiM 3anaflHbiM, eBponeiicKHM npocBememieM, a TaK>Ke 
coBpeMeHHbiM npocBeTHTejibCKHM ubm/kciimcm b H,empajibHOH A3 hh, Pocchh h A3ep6aihi>KaHe. 

KAionersbie cjioea: npocBememie, Han,HOHajibHoe co 3 HaHHe, upcBnerpcHCCKaa Kyjib- 
Typa, cpcmiCBCKOBoe iipocBeuiciiuc, pau,HOHajiH 3 M, pau,HOHajibHoe eaMOC 03 HaHHe, o 6 pa 30 BaHHe, 
^eMOKpaTH3aujHi. 
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Tahir MAHAMATOV 

MAARIFL0NM0KL0 M0NL1K §UURUNUN lNKl§AFI 

Xiilaso 

Moqalodo miiollif maari lei I iyo xalqin oz kccmisini vo miiasir dovriinii xaraktcrizo cdon 
biliyin transfarmasiyasi, modoni-tarixi proses kimi baxir. 

Diinya modoniyyotinin formalasmasinda insanlarm tarixi umumiliyi oziinu subyekt kimi 
reallasdirir. Bu prosesin inteqrasiya momenti iso miiollim. pedaqoq vo maarillondirici soxslorin 
doyorlorinin artinlmasidir. Tohsil prosesindo xalqin milli-monlik siiuru, milli eynilik, insan 
fordiyyoti konsepsiyasi formalasir. Hor bir xalqin tarixindo maari fcilik dovrii, “osas dovr” adlanir. 

Hor bir xalq oz tarixi inkisafinda dofolorlo maarifcilik dovriinu yasayir. Comiyyot oz 
tarixi hoyatinda milli dork in xiisusiyyotlori vo dovrin radikal problemlori ilo iizlosir. Maarilijiliyin 
inkisaf 

dovrlorini tohlil edorok miiollif qodim yunan, orta osrlor Qorb vo miiasir Avropa 
maari fciliyini miiqayiso edir, bu kontekstdo Morkozi Asiya, Rusiya vo Azorbaycan maarifcilik 
horokatina miinasibotini bildirir. 

A?ar sozlor: maarifcilik, monlik siiuru, qodim yunan modoniyyoti, orta osrlor maarif- 
Ciliyi, rasionalizm, rasional, siiur, tohsil, dcmokratiklosmo. 

Royci: AM E A Folsofo Institutunun direktoru, fol.e.d., prof. Ilham Mommodzado 

Qobul edilib:25.05.2019 
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